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UNLESS THE LORD BUILD THE HOUSE… 
Progress in Establishing  Our  Mission: 

FIRST MASS ON RUSSIAN ISLAND 
 

Psalm 127:1-2 “Unless the LORD build the house, they 

labor in vain who build. Unless the LORD guard the city, 

in vain does the guard keep watch. It is vain for you to rise 

early and put off your rest at night, to eat bread earned by 

hard toil — all this God gives to His beloved in sleep.” 

The sisters in Russia are living in their long-awaited first 

convent!  They moved into Dom Marii on January 16th and 

spent the next month arranging their living space and    

preparing the chapel.  On February 14th, the Feast of Saints 

Cyril and Methodius, Fr. Myron, superior of our brother 

community, visited and celebrated the first Mass at Dom 

Marii and reposed the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle.  

He spoke of the many prayers for Christian unity that will 

rise to Heaven from our chapel.  May God hear and answer 

us! 

It was a most appropriate feast on which to have the first 

Mass.  Saints Cyril and Methodius were brothers from 

Greece who went to the Patriarch of Constantinople in 

the 9th century and asked to be sent as missionaries to 

the Slavs in order to evangelize them. The Patriarch gave 

them permission but gave two instructions: that they use 

the Eastern liturgy and that the liturgy be prayed in 

Greek.  Cyril and Methodius then went to the Pope, who 

gave them permission to use the language of the local 

people.   They began in present-day Moldavia, composed 

a new alphabet for the Slavic language, now called 

“Cyrillic,” and celebrated the liturgy for them in the local 

language. +  

MONTESSORI  FOR THE ORPHANS 

On January 14th, Sister Faustina Marie arrived in        

Vladivostok to begin her life in Russia, for which she has 
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and Fr. Myron Effing, CJD, after celebrating the first Mass in 

our newly opened chapel, which will serve as the home of 

the university parish and as a place of prayer for our sisters,   

retreatants, and locals who wish to come and pray with us. 
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had been preparing for three years.  In 2013, she        

completed her novitiate, professed her first temporary 

vows, and was certified as a teacher of the Montessori 

method for children from ages three to five.  Please keep 

her in your prayers as she is in the process of applying for 

a three-year residency permit. 

On February 10th, Sister Faustina Marie and Sister     

Catherine Marie began working in the orphanage, using 

the Montessori method, with orphaned and abandoned 

children from ages three to five.  The faculty and staff of 

the orphanage have warmly welcomed and expressed 

gratitude for the sisters’ work with the orphans.  The   

sisters have been given the use of a lobby at the end of 

one of the floors in the orphanage.   

The children have been coming to them in groups of two 

or three.  After only three days, the children showed    

significant changes in behavior.  When they first came to 

class, some were aggressive and impatient, unable to  

concentrate, while others were too shy and frightened to 

interact.  One little boy, who had arrived angry and     

aggressive on the first day, worked peacefully for 45 min-

utes a few days later.  A little girl, who had been   unable 

to  respond or work with the materials involved in the 

lessons, sat and worked independently on one activity for 

40 minutes straight. Then she quietly stood up, put away 

her work, and pointed to the door to be taken back to her 

floor.  She had already absorbed the system of   quiet, 

independent work, using a pattern, following      direc-

tions, and putting everything back in its place at the end.  

The children were filled with excitement as they did their 

lessons, and they were heard saying frequently quiet little 

“oohs” and “aahs.”  Many beautiful Montessori    materi-

als were received from various generous             benefac-

tors across the United States.  These materials will be 

brought over by those coming to visit or work with the 

sisters.   

One of our postulants is taking Montessori training in 

Kansas City and will receive certification this June.+ 

DOM MARII 

Convent, Retreat Center, & Student Center 
 

Renovations continue on Dom Marii, our convent, which 

is located in two out of eight apartments in the building.  

The location of the building is wonderful in regard to our 

work, since it is near the new Far Eastern Federal        

University (FEFU) on Russian Island.  Permits to build 

new buildings in Russia are rarely granted.  Therefore, old 

buildings are bought and renovated.  In 2013, the     

plumbing and heating were replaced for the whole     

building. Presently, the roof has major problems.  

There are large leaks in multiple places, one of them 

right over our chapel.  Work has begun to replace that 

section of the roof.  This must be finished as quickly 

as possible in order to halt further water damage, since 

the rainy season will be here very soon. 

Currently, the sisters are sleeping, eating, and working in 

Pictured above are a few of the seminarians of Canons  

Regular of Jesus the Lord, our brother community, who 

have generously helped us in many ways during the process 

of opening our convent. 

Sister Faustina Marie gives a Montessori lesson on the color 

tablets to a small boy at the orphanage. 
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one room, and the other room in their apartment is serving 

as the chapel.  Friends of the Missions, a wonderful team 

from the United States, made great progress on renovating 

the second apartment, across the stairwell from the      

sisters’ present apartment.  It will be the sisters’ sleeping 

quarters. 

The next step is to purchase the two remaining apartments 

on that floor, to be used as a retreat center and student 

center. The apartments, which need extensive              

renovations, have been selling for $80,000 each, since 

they are near the ocean and the university. 

In November, a gray 2008 Nissan Tiida was purchased.  

This made it possible for the sisters to live at Dom Marii 

on Russian  Island, and still attend daily Mass across the 

bay.  It also significantly lessened their travel time to their 

various ministries.+ 

Friends of the Missions sent a team of wonderful volunteers 

who helped us make great progress on the renovations last fall. 

The sisters and the parish young adult group wrap Christmas 

presents for the children in Lesozavodsk.  They are looking  

forward to using our retreat  and student center. 

AND FROM OUR SISTERS IN RAYTOWN, MO. 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH 

 

Perpetual Adoration in                           

Saint John Paul II Chapel  

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Raytown began Perpetual 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Saint John 

Paul II Chapel on Ash Wednesday, 2014.  Fr. Angelo 

Bartulica, the new pastor, and approximately 200       

parishioners processed with our Eucharistic Lord in the 

monstrance from the church to the adoration chapel.  

Many parishioners, friends, and the sisters helped with 

the renovation of the chapel.    

In Fr. Angelo’s homily on the chapel’s opening day,  he 

said that this was the second most important day in the 

parish’s history, eclipsed only by the day the parish 

opened.  He recalled Archbishop Fulton Sheen's       

comment that, in the Gospels, the only time when the 

Lord asked something of the Apostles was in the Garden 

of Gethsemane, when Jesus said, "Will you watch one 

hour with Me?"  Father Angelo expressed hope that in 

our parish this adoration of our Lord and Savior will 

never end.+ 

Our sisters and parishioners in Raytown pray in the new         

Perpetual Adoration chapel. 

“Jesus Christ loves you; He gave His 

life to save you; and now He is living 

at your side every day to enlighten, 

strengthen, and free you.”     

Pope Francis, Evangelium Gaudium, #164 
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How can I help? 

BE A PRAYER PARTNER 

 We send a list of prayer intentions by  email 
 or regular mail (if no email) each month to 
 our prayer partners.   

 To become a prayer partner with us, send us a 
 note, or email us at 
 cjdprayerpartner@gmail.com. 

SEND A SISTER TO RUSSIA 

No gift is too small!  All donations are tax-deductible.   

        Make donations online:    www.cjd.cc    

        Make checks payable to:     

 Sisters in Jesus the Lord 

        Send to:     
 Sisters in Jesus the Lord 
 7049 Blue Ridge Blvd 
               Raytown, MO 64133-5679 

Wish List 

Frequent flier miles: Capital One, any amount; other 
types, preferably 25,000 miles or more at a time. 

Mission Travel: Help us get to our mission. It costs       

approximately $2,000.00 per sister to fly roundtrip from 

Kansas City to Vladivostok. 

HE IS RISEN!  Our sisters stand 

on the ice in the harbor near 

our convent in Russia. 

Is God asking YOU to be a priest 

or sister for Russia? 

Many missionaries are needed!  Please join 

us in praying for vocations to serve the 

Church in the Russian Far-east.  

See our websites for more info: 

www.vladmission.org and www.cjd.cc. 

Sr. Catherine Marie’s little sister tries on Sister’s veil for fun. 

http://www.cjd.cc

